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was the leading spirit, was founded in London in 1864, ar?d was
the basis for the subsequent international Socialist movement.
But although it contained the germ of great things, it did not
itself achieve any great measure of success. In England the trade
unions, after some hesitation, held aloof with few exceptions. In
Germany* the General Union of German Workers, the organiza-
tion founded by Lassalle, was antagonized by Marx's jealousy both
of Lassalle and of his successor, Schweitzer, whom he falsely
accused of working with Bismarck. In Switzerland and the Latin
countries, the influence of Bakunin led to the spread of Anarchist
Communism, which differed from Marxism as to the use of political
action and the function of the State. Bakunin and his followers,
it is true, ultimately joined the International and tried to dom-
inate it, but their quarrel with Marx brought about its dis-
ruption in 1872.
Marx was at no time tolerant of rivals. Speaking of the time
just before 1848, Riihle says:
The intolerant way in which the purging of the communist
ranks was effected and in which the cleavage in the communist
camp was brought about, was not the outcome of unavoidable
necessity, not dependent upon the progress of economic evolution,
Its primary cause was Marx's craving for exclusive personal pre-
dominance, which he rationalized into a fanatical confidence in
the conquering power of his own idea,*
In this respect, he did not improve with age. Of all his enmi-
ties, the attack on Bakunin was the most envenomed and the
most unscrupulous. Bakunin was a Russian aristocrat who threw
in his lot with the German revolution of 184$, with me result
that he was condemned to death in Saxony in 1849, handed
over to the Austrians, who again condemned him to deatn, passed
on by them to Tsar Nicholas, who shut hirn up in Peter and Paul
and afterwards sent him to Siberia, whence he escaped in 1861,
finally reaching London by way of Japan and America, Marx,
as early as 1848, accused him in print of being a spy, and, al-
though the accusation was then proved to be baseless, repeated
it in subsequent years on appropriate occasions. When Bakunin,
after twelve years of prison and penal settlement, endeavoured
to resume his connection with former revolutionary comrades,
he found himself treated with suspicion, and at last discovered
that Marx was the source of the trouble. Instead of showing
resentment, he wrote a friendly letter to Marx, which led to
an interview in which he persuaded fr*V» of his revolutionary

